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forgetting, however, that it remains his true home. And his
message is to induce every one of us to seek and find, beyond
the toil and squabbles of the day, our own ivory tower. Thus
art, as communication, points the way to the art that transcends
communication, art for art's sake.1

SUMMARY

In the study of literature, there are two antagonistic tend-
encies. One interprets art in terms of some other activity,
seeks to subordinate art to some other discipline: religious,
social, scientific. The other, in protest, asserts art's independ-
ence: art for art's sake.

At times, the doctrine of art for art's sake has assumed a
decadent tinge 3 but the taint was in the man, not in the thought
itself. Frequently, art for art's sake appears in epochs of de-
cadence: then it is art alone that retains its integrity in a corrupt
world. The ivory tower represents the strength that is in purity.

So art for art's sake is the rejection of tainted alliances: the
spurious art, or Kitsch) that steals pseudo-artistic effects from
non-artistic sources 5 the Philistinism that would place art at
the service of some useful purpose. What remains when these
alien "sakes" have been purged away is pure art.

First of all, the "pure" artist condemns art for the sake of
money; yet there are cases in which gain does not destroy
artistic value. To be condemned also is art for the sake of
success> i.e., social prestige: prominence, distinction, celebrity,
fame, glory, "the higher snobbishness." Yet the desire for
fame as a triumph over death is human, and not always inar-
tistic. Art for the sake of information is frequently present in
historical and realistic novels: all too often treatises made palat-
able with a few grains of fiction. True information may be
excellent material for the purest art; but it is not the purpose
of art. Information for its own sake ruins art for its own sake.

Art for the sake of a cmse is the most controversial of all

1 A fuller treatment of these problems, with a Bibliography, will be found
in the author's Art for Arts Sake.